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Abstract

The study examines the critical philosophy of Abu Hamid Al Ghazali and
its impact on Islamic thought and the world. It has paved the way for the ideas it
contains by presenting the life of Al-Ghazali and its role in the formation of his
critical tendency. To illustrate the importance and centrality of criticism to Al-
Ghazali, the study examines Al-Ghazali’s critical point of view towards the
theory of knowledge, and how he took the path of methodological doubt to
reach certainty. As a result, he put all the tools of knowledge under criticism
(senses and mind) to reach a stage where he fully doubted the possibility of
knowledge certainty, but Allah illuminated his mind and heart to find a way out
of doubt. His confidence in feelings and the mind’s ability to reach knowledge
certainty returned but conditionally. He concluded that the true knowledge
certainty is driven by discovery. The study discusses Al-Ghazali’s opinion
about the sciences during his time and types of students (speakers, philosophers,
esoteric and Sufis). Al-Ghazali supported Sufis as he believed that their method
comprises the complete science despite the fact that he criticized several
manifestations of fake-Sufism. Al-Ghazali did not forget to exercise criticism
on theological sciences. His book “FEhiaa Uloom Al Deen” (Revival of
Theological Sciences) embodies the critical philosophy towards theological

sciences.

After discussing the majority of Al Ghazali’s critical philosophy, the
study attempts to highlight the characteristics of this philosophy and its sources
and tries to evaluate such philosophy. The study also demonstrates the scholars’
opinions regarding Al-Ghazali and his philosophy negatively and positively and
attempts to answer the important question posed to many students of Al-Ghazali
whereby he is not classified among the philosophers by rather among religious
figures who sought to demolish philosophy in order to build the edifice of
religious belief. The study clearly indicates that Al-Ghazali was a philosopher in

R



every sense of the word, where all characteristics of a philosopher were
realized. In order to demonstrate that it is not mere theory projections, live
examples and comparison between what has characterized the thought of Al-

Ghazali and the attributes of philosophical thought were demonstrated.

In continuing to highlight all aspects of Al Ghazali critical philosophy,
the study introduces the effect of this philosophy on the Islamic world and the
West. Unlike many studies, this study proves that Al-Ghazali was not the reason
for the collapse of philosophy in the Islamic world, as claimed by many
scholars, but that his philosophy could have played a major role in the
renovation of Islamic thought if it was understood correctly. Accordingly, it was
not surprising European philosophers adopted Al-Ghazali’s ideas and
philosophy to build their philosophical edifices based on which the foundations
of the modern European renaissance were laid. This is clearly proven in the
great similarity between Al-Ghazali’s ideas and what is called for by the giants
of Western thought like Descartes, Kant, Hume and others who have been
affected by the philosophy of Al-Ghazali, though not explicitly stated. The
study concludes with an attempt to peruse Al-Ghazali’s critical philosophy
carefully to find a way out of the civilization predicament, which the Islamic

world is going through, and to refresh our faith and our world.
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