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ibn-al-Khattab came from Medina to aftend it. Then he mentions
that the Franks occupied it in 4982 AH. and an appeal was sent
to Baghdad for raising recruits to help the oppressed Syrians
but was of no avail. Then he goes to say that about a century
later Salah al-Din capiured the city and dispatched the news to
Baghdad .

The author is one of the most prolific writers in Islam. Ha
has written about 350 books, some of which are in more than
one volume. His grandson Sibt ibn-al-dawzi mentions in his Mirtat
al-Zaman more than 200 of these books by name. ibn Rajab men-
tions also by name about 180 in his Dhayl ‘ala Tabagat al-Hana-
bitah.

Of these works more than a hundred have been saved from
aextinction which are described in Brockelmann's work Geschichie
der arabischen l[iteratur and are found in the different libraries
of the world, fourty of which have been actually published as
could be ssen from the list in my Arabic introduction and from the
story of the life of tbn-akdawzi to which | refer the reader for
further details.

30 May, 1979 Jibrait 5, Jabbur
Prof. Emeritus of Arabic
American University of Beirui

At



INTDORUCTION

This is a critical edition of a manuscript entitled Fadaif ai-
Quds {The Merits of Jerusalem) by ’Abdl-Rahman abu-al-Fara}
ibn-al-dawzi (510-587 AH. = 1116/7 — 1201 AD}

The manuscript [s quite old, probably from the fourteenth
century, and is preserved in the Garrett coliection of Princeton
University. It was bought around the beginning of the present
century from Murad Barudi of Beirul

The manuscript Is incomplete, and consists of thirty one
- folios, 15.7 x 11.6 cm. written surface 11 x 8.4 cm., and thirteen
lines to a page. It lack’s perhaps two or three folios.

The calligraphy is in naskhi on glazed oriental paper with
some vowsel signs, but iacking many diacritical marks. More
vowels and diacritical marks were added by a later hand.

in the manuscript the author discusses the merits of Jerusalem
and its importance to the Moslem world. He narrates how, and

by whom it was first bullt, how many workers were engaged in
the construction, and how many miracles took piace therein. Then
he goes to mention that the Prophet Mchammad made his Noc-
turnal Jouyney to the sanctuary which was blessed because it
was the abode of prophets and the place to which angels des-
cend.

The author aiso describes the capituiation of Jerusalem to
the Arabs during their early conquests and that the Caliph 'Umar

Y
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