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Paris 1923.
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to Malmesbury, no. 29. Jerusalem 22.6.1858, inclosure. no.

2, Vice-Consul Rogers to Finn, Caiffa 18.6.1858.

Inclosure 2 in No. 29.

Vice-Consul Rogers to Consul I'ina.
(Extract., Caiffa, June 18, 1858.

LAST veek | went to Nazreth, aud during my stay there T met the Cadi, Sheikh
Emecn, nt the house of a friend; there were also present some of the principal Christian
inhabitants of Nazareth, and one named Elias-es-Saficni, from Kef*s Kenna, a Protestant,
at whose house oceasional cvening meetings are held for reading the Scriptures. and
amongst the attendants at the sid meetings is a Moslem of the village.

The Cadi, in my presence asked Elias-es-8aflori with what authority he sought to
persert the Mostems, aud why he allowed a Moslem to attend his prayer-meetings.  He
auswered thut his doors were open for any that chose to come at their own diserction ;
taat he conld not force any to come, nor would be turn any awny.

The Cadi then used some strong threatening language in order to intimidate Elias-

es-Saffori, saying, that any Moslem who should become a Christian would e murdered
according to the tencts of the holy law, and he who perverted him would beg,
the responsibility.

I then interposed, saying that']l hud no knevledge of the merits of this case, noy
did 1 feel justitied in instituting an inquiry at present, hut reminded the Cadi that Jii5
Majesty the Sultan had issueg a firman, granting full liberty of conscience to all hiy
subjects, by virtue of which firman any who from conviction wished to change his religion
might do so without constiaint. .

The Cadi answered, disdainfully, *The Sultan eats melons,” which is u vulgay
expression, meaning that the Sultan talks impotently or talks nonsense.

[ remonstrated, at which the Cadi repeatcd bis remark, adding that His Majesty'y
officers and subjects are only bound to obey him ~o long as his orders are in conformity
with the law.

I told the Cadi that 1 should report the circumstance. and have done so for your
information.
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Malmesbury, no. 43, Aleppo 7.8.1858, inclosure in no, 43,

Skene to Finn, Aleppo 31.7.1858.

Inclosure in No, 43,

Consul Skene to Mr. Alison.
Bir, Aleppo, July 31, 1858,

1 HAVE the honour to report Lo you that some excitement has cxisted in this town
during the last ten days, Intelligence of the outbreak in the Island of Crete and the
massncre at Jedda, which arrived here during the festivities of the Courban Bairam, and
instigation on the part of one or two of the leading Mussulman inhabitauts, who
considered themselves aggrieved in their private interests by the local government, raised
a feeling of hostility between the Christian and Mahometan classes of the population,
and a seditious spirit against the constituted authoritics. Fire-arms and ammunition were
burriedly purchased wherever they could be found. Young men of doubtful character
were seen assembling in the streets. One of these, a Greek Catholic, by name Butros
Tawil, appeared in the bazaar, fully armed, and loudly called on the Christians to attack
the Mussulinans. Some of the latter secrctly announced to respectable European families,
with whom they were on friendly terms, that a general wassacre was about to commence,
and advised them to take refuge in dplacea of safely, if any such could be found. Great
apprehensions were thus entertained, The civil and military Paghas, meanwhile, were

ing all possible mesns of securing the tranquillity of the town. Butros Tawil was
arrested, and is now under sentence of banishment. The sale of arms and ammunition
was prohibited. The town was patrelled by 800 soldiers in 12 detachments of 50 each,
under the command of field officers. The prineipal inbabitants of the different quarters
were assembled and ordered to do their utmost to keep the townspeople in heir neigh-
bourhood quiet. These measures proved perfectly successful, and all alarm has for the
present subaided.

It is worthy of remark that the hatred felt Ly the Arab population of this part of
Yyria for Turkish troops and officials in general, whom they regard as degenerute
Mahometans, is little F:aa violent than their fanaticism against the Christians. The
garrison of Aleppo is only 2,000 strong. Were a serious insurrection to take place, this
force would be altogether unable to quell it, each Turkish soldier having about thirty
Arabs arrayed against bim, all more nr?esa inured to the use of arms, and looking upon
him as & national enemy. The insurgents, moreover, might not be without the advantage
of military organization, as it is said that the survivors of the Janissaties, who numbered no
less than 25,000 affiliated in Aleppo when that corporation wassuppressed in 1826, have kept
up some species of secret union amonygst themselves. The recent incidents, reported above,
Lave given risc to much talking on these subjects, from which it would also appear that
the Mussulman population of northern Syria harbours hopes of a separation from the
Ottoman Empire and the formation of a new Arabian State, under the g‘:)vereignty of the
Bhereefs of Mecea. However this may be, it i< certainly desirable that the garrison of
Aleppo should be augmented without loss of time, more especially as the consequences of
the massacre at Jedda will in all probability soon furnish a motive and opportunity for a
dangerous ebullition of Mussulman fanaticism,

I have, &c.
(Bigned) J. H. BKENE,
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Layard to Granville, no. 10, Therapia 25.5.1880

8ir A. H. Layard to Earl Granville.~(Received June 1.)

No, 542, Confidential.)
¥ Lord, Therapia, May 25, 1880,

BEFORE leaving this Embassy, T think it my duty to call the serious attention of
Her Majesty's Government to the intrigues which are being carried on from Constanti.

nople with Mahommedans in India. | I have every reason to believe that they are
directed by the antl-English party in the Palace, and that the Sultan himself is not
ignorant of them, if he does not actnally encourage and connive at them.

['have been frequently warned that Ghazi Qzman Pasha is in secret communication
with leading Mussnlmans in Indis, I bave no actual proof that such is the case, but
from his well-known fanatacism and his undisguised opposition to the policy of England,
I think it very probable that it is. I have, on various occasions, brought to the notice of
Her Majesty’s (overnment the suspicious sroceedings of certain Indians in this city,
Bome of them have access to the Palace, and appear to be treated with special favour by
the Boltan. His Majeaty has been persuaded that, as Caliph of Islam, he has immense
influence over the Mussulmans of India, and he aj pears to bave been induced to establish
and subsidize the “ Peik Islam,” the newspaper oF whick [ sent your Lordship a copy in
my despateh No. 531 of the 218t instant, in order still further to extend it.

The danger which may arise from this state of things is that if, in consequence of
the course of events, England is compelled o enter upon o poliey hostile to Turkey, or
srhich, in the Sultan's opinion, may threaten his independenee or his sovereign rights, or
may deprive him of further territory, he may have recourse to every means in his power
to cause us tronble and embarrassment,

With this object in view, he may endeavour to cxcite the Mussnlmans of India
against British rule, and to bring about amother rebellion in that country. To effect
this he will make use of all the power and influence he possesses as head of the
Mahoinmedon faith. Turkish agenta will work upon Indian Mussulman pilgrims at
Mecea, who, on their return, will spread disaffection, and the Indians who are established
bere will be used to°carry, on secret communications with the Princes and Chiefs in
Indis. England will be represented as the enemy of Islam, and as aiming at the over-
throw of the Caliphate and the destruction of the Mahommedan religion.

I cannot doubt that, in these intrigues, the Sultan and his advisers will reccive cvery
encourngement and support from Russin. There aro very strong grounds for suspecting
that (3hazi Osman Pasha has beon completely gained over to her intcrests. I have been
informed, from an apparently trustworthy source, that the new Russian Ambassador,
M, de Novikoff, has been instructed to maintain him in his presont high and inBuential
pogition in the TPalace, # cotte que colite.” Russian agents will lose no opportunity of

ersunding His Majesty and his Ministera that Englnng is the real enemy of the Turkish
Emph-e, and that Bussia alone is its friend, The more hopeful the prospect of a good
understanding between the Powers as to the policy to be adopted with regard to this
country, the more determined will be the attempt of Russia fo increase the suspicions of
ihe Bultan as o the motives and designs of Enpland, and to bring about a quarrel
between her and Turkey,

What Russis most dreads is a cordial understanding between the Great Powers,
which may bhave the effect of improving the Administration of this Empire, of restoring
to it something of iis former power, strength, and prosperity, and of frustrating her
ambitious designs with regard to it,

It may, in my opinion, be considered almost abeclutely certain that she will secratly
do &1l in her %owor to prevent such an understanding, whatever may be the assurances to
the contrary Her Majesiy’s Government may receive from St. Petersburgh.

I have, &e.
(8igned) A, H. LAYARD,
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Layard to Salisbury, no. 112, Constantinople 25.3.18R0

Sir A. H. Layard to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 9.)

{No. 342.)
My Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1880,

THE assassination of Sheikh Hussein, the late Grand Sherif of Mecca, was first
known at Constantinople through a telegram sent to me by Mr. Malet, who had received
the information from Consul Zohrab. 1t has caused a very painful feeling here amongst
the better class of Mussulmans, who appreciated the liberal and enlightened character of
Sheikh Hussein, The Sultan told me yesterday that he had named Sheikh Abou
Moutaleb his successor, I told His Majesty that, from information which had reached me
from a trustworthy source, I bad reason to fear that the return of this individual to the
Hedjaz might lead to serious disorders and bloodshed. Sheikh Abou Moutaleb, T said,
had on more than one occasion, when formerly Sheriff of Meccs, been guilty of rebellion,
and he was known to be at the head of a party which had been the cause of serious disasters
to Turkey already, and were not unlikely to be so again.

The Sultan replied that, for various remsons, he could not do otherwise than name
8heikh Abou Moutaleh, and he had done so after consultation with his principal Ministers,
and with Haireddin Pasha, snd other persons in whoso advice he had confidence. Shiekh
Abdul Moutaleb was a very old man, above nincty years of age, and could not in the course
of things live long. On his death Aoni el Refik Pasha, or Sheikh Aoun (the name he is
uvsually known by), the brother of Sheikh Hussein, who resides at Constantinople, will
be named his successor. Of this, His Majesty said, he had written to inform Sheikh
Aoun,

The Sultan added that he was well aware that Sheikh Abdul Moutaleb had heen
disloyal, and had rebelled against his Sovereign. But he had now given assurances, in
which His Majesty had full confidence, that he would discharge the duties of his high
office to His Majesty’s complete satisfaction. As he still possessed great influence in the
Hedjaz, His Majesty thought that, considering the disturbed state of that province, he
was the best person to be entrusted with the duties of Grand Sheriff. His Majesty said
that some troops would be sent with him, and I understand that four battalions will be
dispatched to Jeddah at once.

1 bave, &ec.
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD,

Ty
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secret, no. 113, Constantinople 26.3.1880.

8ir A, H. Loyard fo the Marquis of Salishury,—(Received Aprit 2.}

il{ie. 344, Secret))
y Loxd, o Constaniinople, March 28, 1880.

_ THIE samssination of Sheikh Huescin, the late Grand Sheriff of Macen, may have gmve
politieal conscquences, and may sericoaly affect our interests in Indis. Suspicions ars not
wanting thot Iis murder was planned by persons here.  He hed Jong boen an objeet of
suspicion ta th Sultan a8d to the fanatical party, which now, unbappily, cxerciso n per-
nicinus influgnce over His Majesty’s mind on account of his liberal and enlightened
apinions, and cspemllg of his supposed leaning towards England, It was not unknown
ot the Palnee and the Porto thit ‘scerct attempts were heing made to iuduce the Arab
populations of the Empire to imnsfer their allgiance from the house ol Osman to the
Sherifl :1‘1‘ ll,\‘l]r:ccn a8 the head of the Mussulman faith, atid it is believed that & widespread

consp! egists to effect this object, I have resson to know that information as o
the communications that wers passing betwaen Consul Zohrab and the Grand Sheriff had
reached the Suftan, prob;hl% throngh Nasil Pasha, the Governor-General of the
Hedfaz, and thet even the French Embassy, which is now watching with extreme
jeslousy the proceedings of England in ‘the East, is fully informed with regard
o them.

Your Lordship will remember that I referrod to these watters in my Secpet
despatches Nos, 182 and 302 of this year.

1 lenrn, on very good authority, that about three montbs ago onc of Abon Moutaleb's
sons left Constantivople for Jeddah, aod thot Sheikh Aun, Bheikh Husscin's brother,
who resides here, was warned that an attempt would probably be made to get rid of the
Grand Sherifl. That the relations which Mr, Zohrab has cntertained of late with the Sheriff
Leve contributed, in any way, to the determination which, I am assured, existed here,
either to depose His Highneas or to make awuy with him, I eannot state with confidence,
but I have been, for some time, very uneasy with rd to Mr. Zohmb's proceedings,
knowing, as | do, the extrema jealousy and susceptibilily of the Sultan, especially with
regard to his religions rights and anthority as Caliph of Tslam, and being well aware that
the fanatics who surround- him would lose no octasioh to exeite his auspicions agminat
England, whom they have even accused to him of wishiog to possess hersell of the haly
pinces, and would not seruple to have recourse to any measures which lhey thought
caleulated to defent the deafgns attributed to ber,

Sheriff Abou Moutaleh is generslly belioved to be & man of fanatical opinions,
although I have been easured by some who know him, amengst them I moy mentlon my
Perrinn colleague, in whoso judgmant in such matiers I have confidence, that he is not.
He bas ionally sent to mo ing his friendship for England, and has
axpressed & wish to call upan me; but we have never met. The inclosed memorandurm,
which hag been sent to me- by a person who frequently sends me information of what is
sln{ng at tho Paloce, but is not very trustworthy, mlz not bo strictly scournte in its

etails, but it tendx to confirm whet I hove learnt from other sources os o the suspicions
existing therc with regard to tha relations between the late Sheriff and England, 1t is
true, as the Sultan lold me, that Abou Mootaleh is on old man, not, however, of so great
s His Majesty stated, but he may probably have time enough befors him to excite
the fanaticism of the people of the Hedjaz 1o a dengorous extent, and to enalle his party
to make such armngements na may be necessary for sceuring the suceession to one of his
sons.  Ho may also work mischisf with Indisn Mussulmans vititlnF the Holr Cities, or
even commence Intriguex in India with the view of causing us trouble. I will therefors
be necessary do watch his p dings with ¢ vigilance, expecially as, in this respect,
ha may be acting at the jostization of the Bultan, who, [ have reason to believe, 1s in
commaunication with certaln Indian Muasulmans naw here engaged, 1 am sssured, in
intrigues ngainet England. Upon this subject | am endeavouriog to obtsin full and trust.
wortﬁ' information.

Mr. Zobrab, in & despatch to me, the substanco of which appears to havo been
communicated to your ship by hleinph by Mr, Malet, describes the danger to the
Christians and Indinns in the Hedjaz should Abor Moutaleb be named Grand Sheriff,
M. Fournier tells me that he has reccived similar information from the French Gonsul at
Jeddah. I worned the Soltan very seviously of this danger when T saw His Majesty the
day before yesterday ; and I have r:puled the warning to Sawos Pashs, pointing out, at

llency ! e

the same time, to his E: y the q which muost i ly ensue if there
were & second mussacre at Jeddah, for which, after the warning I bhad given to Hin Majesty
snd himself, the Turkish G would tionably be ible, if the

i\ ¥ e
sppointment of Sheikh Abou Moutaleb were persisted in, Sawas Pasha did not conceal
his regret and alarm at the ohoice made by the Sultan of this personage for Grand Sheriff,
which he aitributed to evil advisers.

As your Lurdlhighmly have inferred, I bave been for some time past in direot
communication with Eheikh Aun, the brother of the wurdered Sheriff. I have nof
howevor, thought it prudent to seo him, although he hes expressed his resdincis to cal
upon me. l.-'f" Rfur'med that he {s & man of in'i.'elliganu and enlightened views, although

AR
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Constantinople 26.3.1880.

Inclosure in No. 113,
Palace Rrporls reapecting Death of Sheriff of Mecca.

LES nouvelles parvenues au Palnis sur I'assassinat de 'Emir de la Meeque, Chérif
Hussein Pacha (fils du fen Sherif Mohammed-Tbu-Naon) attribuent ce meurtre 4 un
Afghan, qui ke serait fait le vengeur des bons Musulmans, indignés A causc de la sympa-
thie de I'Emir Chérif Hussein Pacha envers les Anglais, sympathie qu’il avait dernidre-
ment manifestée par e cadeau ik Reine de quatre juments.  Quelques semaines aupara-
vant le Palais avail recu la nouvelle que trois Agents dw Forcign Office déguisés en
Musulmans aviient éteé reeus par le Chénif & ke Meeque. Lie vieux Abd-ul-Moutalib sera
nomm¢é aujourd’ vy Fmiv de o Meegue, Clest pour ln troisidme fois que ce Chérif de
80 ans environ, partant. parfaitement hien son Age, qui est appelé an Sidge des Lieux-
Saints de Vlstim. 1o éte Faiv e I Meegue sous Mahmoud 11, auquel i resta fiddle
contre I révolte die Mahwmowmt Aly d’Fgypte, qui avait nomé Mahammed-Ibu-Naou
comme Emirde 2 Meegue, tandis que Al ul-Moutaith éait. obligé de se sauver & Bagdnd
d’oitil vint & Constantinople,  Aprés la sonmission de Mohanined Aly, le Sultan Abd.
ul-Medjid T nonna & FBwivint de 1o Meeque, poste qu'il garda pour quatre ans ct
quelques mois.  Abd-ul-Moutalib, tigide observatear du Chiéei, s'il avait eru de son devoir
de sc prononcer contre e rebelle Mobammed Alv &'ligypte, lors, sur Ja demande de
Sir Strafford Canning (Lol de Redelifiv) regut Pordre par fea le Grand Vizir Réchid du
Hanzimat de publier & la Meeque le funeus Hatti-Houmayoun, Abd-ul-Moutalib s’y refusa
et précha méme la guerre suinte contre le Sultan Abd-ul.Medjid.  Hadji Kiamil DPacha
(rénégat juif)* alors Vali de In Meeque et qui jounit un rale ambigu, parce qu'il s'était
entendu avee les marchands d'esclaves pour empdcher la publication des Firmans du
Sultan, parvint i faive arréter Abd-ul-Moutalib.  Arrivé A Constantinople, sans mettre picd
A terre, il dut sur un bateau & vapeur continuer son voyage pour Salonique, ol sc trouve
le mausolée de xon pére, I'Emir Chérif Ghalib, mort dans cette ville, résidence de son exil,
en 1816, de la peste—du poison Ture, au dire de quelques Avabes.

Aprds deux i trois semaines d'exil & Satonique, Abd-ul-Moutalib, A la suite d’un songe
du Suitan Abd-ul-Medjib, fut rappelé & Constantinople. Ce souverain Iui fit eadean d'un
grand conak ot lui accorda une pension convennble successivement augmentée par le
Sultan Ald-ul-Asiz ct par le Sultan actuel.  Le choix d’Abd-ul-Moutalib par ’Emiriat de
la Meeque se recommendait par cette considération, que le Chérif Hussein Pacha, déja trés-
impopulaire, comine tous les membres de sa famille, ayant 6t6 assassiné 3 causc de ses
tendances Anglophiles vraies ou supposées, par cela seul son frére le Chérif ITassan Pacha
(qui sc trouve dang ce ledjaz) oir son fréve le Chéril Avni Kl Réfik Pacha (qui sc trouve
2 Constantinople) n'avait aucunc chance pour I'Emiriat. Abd-ul-Moutalib, qui est le
Doyen des Chérils, exeree une grande influence parmi les tribus de Hedjaz, ot par l'expé.-
ricnce acquise il cnvisage autrement aujourd’hui la situation de YArnabie; il semblc con-
vaincu, sans cependant avouer cctte pensée aux Tures, que les Arabes ne doivent pas
contrarier 'Angleterre.  Ce que dit Burckhardt dans ses “* Voynges en Arabie’ sur les
qualités ct les défants de l'infortuné Emir, Chérif Ghalib, est parfaitement applicable it
son fils, le nouvel Emir de la Mceque, Abd-ul-Moutalib.
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