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The Seventh chapter’ investigates the relations between
Ayyubids and Mamlouks on one side and some Christian States like
Abyssinia, Byzantium, and the Crusaders on the other side, and the
effect of these relation whether positive or negative on Christians

living among Muslims,

To conclude, one can say that excluding some harassment, which
the Dhimmis were exposed to during the hard time, when Muslims
were under the pressure of the Crusades, Christian and Jews were

living a life of dignity under the Islamic sovereignty.

One can also notice that in spite of the fact that crusades
offended both Muslims and Jews, the Jews did not take part in the
burden of dismissing the invaders. Jews were a mere small group that
paid Al Jizya. They used to live in centers where they could make
money and few of them chose to live in Jerusalem althcugh they were
allowed to. This confirms that Jews had no spiritual connection to the
holy city and that Jerusalem was not important to them as they claim

now.
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Dhimmis have been enjoying freedom of religion and freedom of
association, and have been leading prosperous businesses.

The thesis is divided into seven chapters. The first introduces a
definition of the term Al Dhimma and the status of Ahl-Adh-Dhimma
in Quran and Sunneh. It also gives a general survey of their
conditions during the time preceding the investigated period.

The second is about: 1) The ecclesiastical matters such as clergy,
friars and restoring churches and monasteries. b) The financial duties
such as tribute (Al Jizya) and some other taxes that were imposed

upon Ahl-Adh-Dhimma.

The third chapter talks about the economic activities carried out
by the Dhimmis whether ‘ndividuals or institutions. They owned land
and grew it; some industries such as weaving and making glass,
pottery and alcoholic drinks were in their hands; they were also

active in trading.

In the forth chapter the social life and education are discussed
showing that the Dhimmis were on good terms with the Muslim
Community -except for some occasions when troubles out break for
one reason or another- and that they had an access 1o learning and

education.

The fifth chapter is allocated to religious tolerance that allows
Jews an Christians to practice their own religious ceremonies such as
celcbrating their feasts and going an pilgrimages to the sacred places.

The sixth chapter is about: 1) The executive posilions and
administrative posts that were occupied by Jews and Christians who
as a result had an opporiunily to mix with statesmen and to make a
fortunc. 2) Physicians among Jews and Christians who served 1he

Sultans as well as the common.
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ABSTRACT

AHL ADH-DHIMMA IN BILAD AL-SHAM DURING
AYYUBIDS AND MAMLUKS PERIOD

By
Fayzeh Abdul-Rahman Hijazi
Master of Islamic history, Yarmouk University, 1992
Supervisor

Prof. Dr. Yousef H.D. Ghawanmeh

The Dhimmis (Jews, Samaritans, Christians, and Sabaeans) under
Islamic rule is a critical subject that has been an issue of research and
study by many historians. Most of these studies are about the slatus
of the Dhimmis in Islam and the opinions of Muslim theologians about
it; others deal with their conditions in a specific area during a definite

eriod of time.
P {17000

As a subject of my thesis, I chose to write about "Ahl Adh-
Dhimma in Bilad Al-Sham during Ayyubids and Mamluk Period”
because: a) No particular study has been carried out to investigate
this subject. b) This period of their life is very critical because it is
simultanecus with the Crusades from the west and the Tatarian
invasion from the east that were launched against the Islamic regions.
¢) Many of the studies about the Dhimmis are carried out by many
western historians and orientalists who are biased against the Islamic
rule. They focus on harassment and distresses which the Dhimmis
faced during that period of time, and they ignore the right reasons
behind that treatment. The westerns conceal the fact that the
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