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Translator’s biography

Maaouia SAIDOUNI was born in Algiers, Algeria, in 1967. He studied
architecture and urban planning in Algiers (Bachelor, 1989) before graduating
in the French Institute of Urbanism in Paris and other French High Schools
(Two Masters in 1991, and PhD in 1995). From 1995 to 2003, he taught urban
planning at Architecture and Urban Planning School of Algiers before leaving
for Montreal in whose university he lectured on Developing Countries
Urbanization. His research work has focused on urban history and heritage
issues especially those related to the colonial era in Algeria, By 2000, his
work widened to waqf studies. He published 23 scientific articles in various
magazines and a book: An Intreduction to Urban Planning ( History,
Methodology, Regulations). His last work is this translation, from French 1o
Arabic, of Xavier de Planhol's Geographical Bases of the History of Islam.

TT

Author’s biography

Xavier de Planhol was born in 1926. He is a Doctor in Humanities (Docteur &s
Lettres). He taught Islamic world geography in various universities and in
Oriental Languages Institute in Paris. He is a member in both the Overseas
sciences Academy and Academia Europaea. He is an Emeritus Professor al
Paris-TIV University, and a worldwide renowned geographer for his original
researches on Turkish-Iranian world and Arab countries. His scientific
achievements are numerous and various and the most noteworthy among them
are related to Islamic worlds from North Africa to Afghanistan: Isfamic
World, an Essay on Religious Geography (1959); Geographical Bases of the
History of Islam (1968); Islam and Sea. The Mosque and the Sailor {7*-20°"
century) (20000 ; Minorities in Islam, Political and Social Geography (1997,
2001).
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the Owoman rulers and the migration to Anatelia of Turks from the lost provinces of
the Empire. In the other hand. the Iranian world has always been a propitious space for
nomadic life. which had been continuously renewed by successive Maongol and Turkish
invasions and the constitution of powerful tribal confederations. Only scarce islands of
sedentary life survived withdrawing within themselves throughout vast solitudes or
remaote in northern mountain regions. This strength of noemadic life m the Irantan world
delayed the serlemen process. In central Asia, Russian and Chinese colonialisms
compelled nomads to settle.

The sixth chapter, entitled « European failures », presents the spaces where [slum could
not he maintained. like Iberian Peninsula #nd Sicily in Western Mediterranean and
Balkans in South-Eastern Europe. A great part of the origin of this failure lies in the
renunciation of Islam to strengthen its presence in rural mountain regions where Christian
populations found the resources needed for the reoccupation of the territory.

The seventh chapter deals with what author calls tropical margins, whose humid
binlogical conditions slowed down the progress of lslam and the spread of nomads. Thus
Islam reled, in these regions, more on sedentary and commercial cemters than on the
vehicle of nomadic life. In Africa, the cultural superionity against the anarchy of rural
black societies favoured Islam, while the long distances of the Saharan space were a rel
disadvantage, which could be overcome only by the nomads despite the hostility of the
environment and the resistance of black rural world. In the other very end of the tropical
world, the closeness of Lodia o the important centers of Islamic civilisation make 1t a
fertile ground for the foundation of Mushim cites and states, and the nomadic way of life
was still limited there to narrow domains.

Finally. the eight chapter sets the issue of seas Istam, that of Indian Ocean. which is an
outstanding case confirming the adaprability of Islam. Adventurers. sailors and wraders
scattered the seeds of a developed sedentary lite and of Islamic civilisation n tropical
coasts of Indian Ocean (Eastern Africa, Indonesiu: Malaysia and, to a lesser extent,
Madagascar and Ceylon). Those coasts beeame the bases for Muslim cultural influences
despite the slowness of Islam penerration inland.

With no global conclusion, the book finishes with a leng bibliography of important
references on the issue written in French, English, German, Turkish and Russian. The
several maps included in the book can help the reader to improve his knowledge of the
different geographical contexts studied in this pioneering work.



Geographical Bases of the History of Islam

Summary
By Xavier de Planhol
Translated to Arabic by: Maaouia Saidouni
Presentation and review of Arabic translation by: Nacereddine Saidouni

This book is a whole history of the earth of Islam. It provides a sight. as wide as dense,
of the moulding by Islamic civilisation of Ws geographical environment and of the
manner the latter influenced it, through a delicate balance between nomadic and
sedentary realms. The book should be read as a synthesis of author's researches dedicated
10 Various contexts.

The first chapter draws up the methodological frame and presems anthropologic and
geographical conditions of the birth of Islam in Arabtan peninsula, and then its huge
spread based on an alliance of nomad and sedentary groups of population, which allowed
the new religion, sedentary at its origin, to extend easily over sub-arid plains bordering
the great deserts and whose climatic and bio-geographical conditions favoured nomadic
life. This introduction also shows the unique adaptability of Islamn to different contexis
approached in the next chapters.

The second chapter deals with the near eastern part of Arab world where the spread of
nomads was quite easy though the preservation of important centers of sedentary life in
the valley and the delta of the Nile, Mesopotamia, the great oases like Damascus and
Aleppo and the refuge mountains, before the contemporary triumph of settlement throngh
the dnft of populations from mountaing, the giving up by Bedouins of their ancient way
life. to ensure their survival, and the development of irrigation enhanved by modern
states.

The third chapter is dedicated to the North African part of Arab world, which
experienced a process not much different from that witnessed in the Mear East but with
proper paterns due to specific climatic conditions, huge mountain masses, pluvial
agriculture and the lacking of great river basins. North African history is one of important
external influences best represented by Roman occupation during Antigquity and modern
European colonisation. It is also a history of big clashes like the Hilalian migrations, the
rush from Andalusia and the European colonization, which participated in shaping the
singularity of North African space and the way of life of its inhabitants evolving rapidly
towards settlement.

The fourth chapter is consecrated to the Saharan space which was favourable 1o
nomadic life long before Istam who hardly upset it, except the progresses of setlement
- induced by religious movements like Ibadhism or the senoussi confraternity or by an
inner evolution (foundation of villages and exploitation of oases by the weakest tribes),
while European colonization and contemporary economic progress provoked radical
changes 1n Saharans lives towards settlemnent.

The fifth chapter, which is the longest, approach the Turkish and Iranian world, which
witnessed a general spread of nomadic life according w different patterns. Across the
Turkish domain, unlike the Arab one, nomadic life extended over cold and high
territories, and Turks found, in Anatolia an its dependencies. a favourable space for their
spread which reached the whole territory but the low territories, humid and forest-
covered, where the Byzantine presence lasted for a time. Nonetheless, Turkish history
had been characterized by an early and steady settlement process favoured especially by



éparpné que les basses terres humides et boisées of la présence byranting §7est
maintenue  guelgue  temps. L'hastoire  turque  est néanmoins  marquée  par  une
sédentansation progressive mais précoce, favorisée notamment par le pouvolr ottoman et
la migration. vers I"Anatolie, des Turcs des provinces perdues. De son odié, le monde
iranien a toujours €€ un espace propice au nomadisme qui s'est oujours renouvelé orice
aux invasions tarco-mongoles successives et la formation de puissantes confédérations
tribales. De rares poches de vie sédentaire ont subsisté, replices sur elles-mémes, perdoes
dans de vastes étendues ou isolées dans les régions montagneuses du nord. Cette force du
nomadisme a retardé la sédentarisation dans le monde iranien. En Asie centrule, les
colonialismes russe et cliunois ont, chacun & sa mamere, imposé la sédentansanon.

Le sixigme chapitre dresse un tableau des espaces ob I'lslam n'a pu se maintenir,
notamment i travers la péninsule ibérique et 1a Sicile i Pouest et les Balkans & Pest. Cet
échec s'explique essentiellement par le renoncement de 'lstam aux régions rurales
montagneuses ol les pupulations chrétiennes onl pu rouver les ressources nécessaires i
la reconguéte.

Le septiéme chapitre est dédié aux marges wropcales dont les conditions binlogigues
humides ont freiné ["avancée de I'slam et Pexpansion des pasteurs, Amsi, UTshany s'est
appuyé, dans ces régions, plus sur des phles sédentaires et commerciaux que sur le
moteur du nomadisme. En Afrique, la supériorité culwrelle de U'Islam face & anarchie
des sociétés rurales noires g €1¢ un facteur favorable, alors que les longues distances G
travers "espace saharicn ont toujours €€ un inconvénient qui n'a €1€ surmonté que grice
au tble des pasteurs, malgré "hostilitd du milicu et fa réaction du monde rural noir. A
I"autre extrémité du monde tropical, la_proximii€ de I'Inde des grands poles de la
civilisation islamique en a fait un terrain fertile pour la création de villes et &"Enats
musulmans, et I'expansion du mode de vie pastoral y est restée modeste.

Enfin. le huitiéme chapitre introduit la problémangue de 'Islam maritime de I'océan
indien, cas unigue qui canfirme le pouvoir d’adaptation de cette religion. Les aventuriers.
les marins et les commergants ont semé les germes de la vie citadine et de la civilisation
musutmane sur les cites tropicales de I'océan {Afrique de 'Est, Indonésie, Malaisie, et
dans une moindre mesure Madagascar et Ceylan) qui ont €t€ des bases de transmission
des influences culturelles en dépit de la lenteur de ['expansion de I'lslam vers 'intérieur
des erres.

Sans conclusion globale, le livre se termine par une longue bibliographie des
ouvrages importants sur la question, en frangais, anglais, allemand. wre et russe. 11 cst
aussi agrémenté par des cartes essenticlles 3 une meilleure connassance des différents
milieux géographigues édiés dans cette ceuvre pionniére,
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Ce livre est une histoire totale de la terre d'Islam offrant un apergu, & la fois élarei et
dense, de la maniére dont la civilisation musulmane a fagonné son cadre géographique et
'y est adaptée, & travers un équilibre délicat entre les modes de vie bédouin et citicdin.
C'est une synthése de recherches consacrées par 1" auteur A divers milieux géographiques.

Le premier chapitre fixe le cadre méthodologique el pose les conditions anthropo-
géographiques de la naissance de I'Islam en Arabie, puis son expansion fondée sur une
alhance entre bédouins et sédentaires qui a permis 4 la religion musulmane, sédentaire 3
son origing, de se répandre facilement & travers les plaines subarides limitrophes des
grands déserts et dont les conditions climatiques et biogéographiques sont favorables i la
bédouinisation. Ceute introduction montre aussi ’adaptabilité unique de I'Islam aux
différents contextes géographiques auxquelles sont consacrés les chapitres suivants.

Le deuxiéme chapitre concerne la partie proche orientale du monde arabe qui a
connu une bédouinisation facile, mais qui a aussi préservé des noyaux imponants de vie
sédentaire dans la vallée er le delta du Nil, 1a Mésopoamie, les grandes oasis comme
Dlamas et Alep et les montagnes de refuge, avant que le mouvement de sédentarisation ne
I"'emporte, 4 I"époque contemporaine, i travers | exode 1ssu des montagnes. Iabandon par
les bédouins, par nécessité, de leur ancien mode de vie et I"expansion des zones imgudes
dans le cadre des Etats modemes.

Le troisiéme chapitre est consacré & la composante nord-africaine du monde arabe
qui a connu une bédouinisation comparable i celle du Proche-Orient. mais qui s'en
distingue par son climat. ses grands massifs montagneux et son agriculture pluviale en
Pabsence de grands fleuves. L'histoire maghrébine est celle de fortes influences
extérieures, aussi bien & I'époque romaine que pendant la colonisation européenne, C'est
aussi une histoire des grands chocs, comme les migrations hilaliennes, afflux des
andalous et la colonisation européenne de peuplement, qui ont contribué i forzer la
singularité du Maghreb et le mode de vie de ses habitants qui connait une évolution
rapicde vers la sédentarisation.

Le quatnieme chapitre aborde 'cspace saharien propice au nomadisme bien avam
I'Islam qui le bouleversa peu sur le plan du mode de vie, si Fon excepte les progrés de lu
sédentarisation dus & des mouvements religieux (Tbadhisme, confrérie senoussie) ou par
I"évolution des structures bédouines (fondation de villages et exploitation doasis par les
tribus les plus faibles), alors que la colonisation européenne et I'évolution deonomique
contemporaine ont provaqué des mutations radicales dans le mode de vie des populations
sahariennes en faveur de la sédentarisation.

Le cinquiéme chapitre, le plus long du livre, concerne le monde turco-iranien qui a
connu une expansion génfralisée de la vie nomade, selon différents modes. Dans 'espace
turc, contrairement i P'espace arabe, le nomadisme a gagné les hautes terres 3 climat
froid, et les Tures ont trouvé, en Anatulie, un espace favorable i leur expansion guin'a
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